
Word of Life 

In order to keep our cemetery tidy,   
PLEASE TAKE YOUR RUBBISH HOME.   

 

Parish Safeguarding Officer: Mrs Therese Passenger 079441 59039 
St. Mary’s Primary School: Acting Head teacher Mrs. Hannah Corcoran 01267 234297 

St. John Lloyd’s Secondary School Llanelli: Head Teacher Mr Ashley Howells 01554 772589 

S T .  M A R Y ’ S  M E S S E N G E R   P U B L I S H E D  I N  H O U S E  B Y  
S T .  M A R Y ’ S  C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H ,  C A R M A R T H E N ,  S A 3 1  3 D E  

PLEASE OBSERVE THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES 
WHEN VISITING THE CHURCH: 

 

 While Sunday Obligation is suspended, please consider coming to a 
weekday or Saturday Mass in order that numbers remain manageable 

 Arrive in plenty of time to take your seat, remembering that this takes 
longer than normal at the moment 

 Maintain social distancing (2m) at all times. 

 Wearing of face coverings is now mandatory, except on medical 
grounds 

 Follow the signs in the church directing you to available pews and use 
the one-way system. 

 Sanitise hands on entry and departure from church (sanitisers are pro-
vided). 

 Sign in using the form in the porch—this is for test and trace purposes, 
should it be required. 

 Remember to sign your ‘time out’ and sanitise your hands on departure. 
 
 
 
 
 

RIP ADRIAN MURPHY  
FUNERAL 

 
The family wish to express their sincere thanks to all those who supported them 
in their bereavement through prayers, cards, flowers, etc. We understand that 
many of you were prevented from attending the funeral on account of the pan-
demic.  Once the pandemic is over, we will have a Mass of thanksgiving to cele-
brate the life of Adrian, a beloved parishioner who supported the parish so gen-
erously. May he rest in peace.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS LITURGY 
 

Christmas Eve  
(Thursday 24th December) 

 

4.00pm 
7.00pm 

11.30pm (for midnight) 
 

Christmas Day  
(Friday 25th December) 

 
11.00am 

 
The church will be open half an hour before each service to accommodate  
arrival.   
 
Please could I request that you let me know which Mass you wish to attend and 
how many of you there will be so that we can safely accommodate the extra 
numbers over the Christmas period.  You can either email me or telephone the 
Presbytery and leave a message.  I will only contact you if the numbers begin to 
exceed the safe maximum capacity for each service. 
 

 
 
 
 

AMAZON SMILE CHARITABLE DONATIONS 
 
The diocese has recently signed up to the Amazon Smile campaign whereby 
users of Amazon can chose to make a donation to the Diocese of Menevia. 
The donation is 0.5% of any eligible purchase which someone makes via Ama-
zon. 
 
Log in via https://smile.amazon.co.uk  (you need to do it only once to set it up). 
 

 Sign in with your Amazon.co.uk credentials 

 Alternatively, if you are using the Amazon App,  
 you can do it in ‘settings’. 

 Choose ‘Menevia Diocesan Trust’ as the charity you want to support. 

S T .  M A R Y ’ S  M E S S E N G E R                 S E C O N D  S U N D A Y  O F  A D V E N T             5 T H / 6 T H  D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 0  

MASSES 
THE CHURCH IS OPENED HALF AN HOUR BEFORE MASS 

All 11.00am Masses are currently livestreamed on our Facebook Page and 

subsequently uploaded to our website: www.stmaryschurchcarmarthen.org 

SATURDAY 5th 

11.00am 
 
5.30pm 

 
Early Mass for Second Sunday of Advent 
Mass: Intention: Funeral of Adrian Murphy  
Vigil Mass for Second Sunday of Advent 
Mass: Intention: Keith & Pat Thomas RIP; 
                         Pat Stewart RIP 

SUNDAY 6th 
11.00am 

Second Sunday of Advent 
Mass: Intention: Lui Verecchia RIP 

MONDAY 7th 
11.00am 

Feast of the Dedication of the Cathedral 
Church Diocese of Menevia 
Mass: Intention: Barry Grant RIP 

TUESDAY 8th 
11.00am 
 

The Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
Mass: Intention: Peter Boyle & Family 

WEDNESDAY 9th 
11.00am 

2nd Week of Advent 
Mass: Intention: Steve & Elizabeth; Byrne 
Family RIP 

THURSDAY 10th 
11.00am 

2nd Week of Advent 
Mass: Intention: Michael—intentions 

FRIDAY 11th 
11.00am 

2nd Week of Advent 
Mass: Intention: Holy Souls (DM), Maureen 
Howells RIP 

SATURDAY 12th 
11.00am 
 
 
5.30pm 

 
Early Mass for Third Sunday of Advent 
Mass: Intention: Holy Souls (EJ) 
 
Vigil Mass for Third Sunday of Advent 
Mass: Intention: Colin Wilkes & Family  

SUNDAY 13th 
11.00am 

Third Sunday of Advent 
Gaudete Sunday 
Mass: Intention: Lui Verecchia RIP 

Last Week’s Collections 
 

Main Offertory: £248.00 

Maintenance Fund: £65.00 

If you would like to make your offertory donation on line by BACS please 
contact the office for our bank details. Alternatively, there is a Standing 

Order form on our website if you wish to set up a 
regular payment to us. 

 

 
 

Union St., Carmarthen, SA31 3DE 
Registered Charity No: 234168 

Tel: 01267 237205  
(Emergency:  07796 107241) 

Email: smrccarms@gmail.com 
Website: 

www.stmaryschurchcarmarthen.org 
Parish Priest: Fr. Pius Augustine 

St. Mary’s Messenger 

5th / 6th December 2020 

Second Sunday of Advent 
  Sunday Readings: Cycle B;  Psalter: Wk. 2 

 

  
Pray 

 
Reflect 

Prepare the Way of the Lord 

“A voice cries in the wilder-
ness: ‘Prepare a way for 
the Lord, make his paths 
straight.’” 

 
Lord, help me listen to the 
Good News and proclaim it. 
 

 
Where do I hear and an-
nounce Good News?   

 
 
John the Baptist is a challenging figure. He calls us to examine ourselves, 
to discover and confess our sins. That is the way to real, deep, Christian 
joy. 
 
John the Baptist preached forgiveness. This is one of the special gifts of 
God, and one of the big celebrations of Advent. We are a forgiven people, 
and we welcome the forgiveness of God in our repentance. This means we 
are firstly grateful for forgiveness - that we do not have to carry forever 
the burden of our sin, meanness, faults and failings. God covers them over 
in mercy. The second step of welcoming forgiveness is to try to do better 
in life - to move on from this sinfulness and meanness to a life of care, 
compassion, love and joy, and to make steps to forgive others. 
 
Lord, when I realise that you love me, and are well pleased with me, it is 
like the start of a new life. As I hear your voice, I know that I have a pur-
pose and a destiny. 
 
 

Holy Cross Church Mass Times 
Pontyberem, Heol y Bryn, SA15 5AG  

 
Sunday 8.30am 

 
Learn 

 
John the Baptist began the 
mission of Proclaiming the 
Good News of the Kingdom 
of God by introducing Jesus 
in the words of Isaiah. He 
began in the wilderness, 
dressed simply and eating 
what the wilderness provid-
ed. John pointed the way to 
Jesus who will baptise with 
the Holy Spirit.  

PRAYER FOR THOSE AFFECTED BY 
CORONAVIRUS 

 
God our Father,  
we pray for those who are suffering,  
for those who are grieving,  
for those who are anxious,  
and for those who are working tirelessly to care for the sick.  
God our Father, your Son Jesus Christ came into our world to heal us of 
all division and bring us life in abundance. By the power of your Spirit 
help us strive together as one family of many nations to help those in 
greatest need during this crisis.  
We ask this in the name of Jesus our Risen Lord, Amen 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk


Prayers are asked for the Sick: 
 

Teresa Hay, Patricia Stradling,  
Peggy Davies,  Baby Harper 
Copse, Baby Jack Bullock,   
Fr. Morty, Chris Burke, 
Christiana Crystal Flinn,  
Morag McIlroy, Baby Matylda, 
Theresa Phillips, Doreen O’Toole,  
Josephine Sieroslawska,  
Alexander Sieroslawska,  
Simon Biggs,  
Lalaine Balitayo Brennan,  
Monica Oliver,  
David Jenkins, Shirley Price,  
Olive Cronin, Ray Coupland,   
Arianwen Ramruttun 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

RIP Anniversaries 
 
 
 
Kathleen Evans 
Elizabeth Heinze 
Frederick James (Jim) Price 
Delia Phelan 
Mary E Morris 
Eileen McCarthy 
Charles Cyril Norman 
And the recently deceased 
Sean Connick, brother of Christine 
Rees 
 
Eternal rest grant unto them,  
O Lord.  
And let perpetual light shine 
upon them. 
May they rest in peace.   
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Intentions of the 
Holy Father for the 
Month of December 

 
 
For a Life of Prayer 
 
We pray that our personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ 
be nourished by the Word of 
God and a life of prayer.  

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
2ND  SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

Any brief announcements follow here.  
Then the dismissal. 
 
 
C. The Lord be with you. 
P. And with your spirit. 
C. May almighty God bless you, the 
Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
P. Amen. 
 
 
Then the Deacon, or the Celebrant: 
 
Go forth, the Mass is ended. 

 
P. Thanks be to God.   
 
 
 
 
 
Communicants come forward in rever-
ent procession; they receive Holy 
Communion standing. 
 
 
C. The Body of Christ. 
 
P. Amen. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Excerpts from the English translation of The  
Roman Missal © 2010, 

International Commission on English in the 
Liturgy Corporation.  All rights reserved.   

 
Scripture Readings are from The  Roman 

Missal: Lectionary 
© 1981 William Collins Sons and Company 
Limited and Cassell Limited: compilation, 
editorial matter  computer programmes and 
derivative typography, format and design. 

  All rights reserved. 
 
 
 
 

All sit. During the Offertory Hymn the 
faithful bring forward bread and wine 
for the celebration of the Eucharist.  
The Priest offers prayers of blessing: 
 
 
C. Blessed are you, Lord God of all 
creation, for through your goodness we 
have received the bread we offer you: 
fruit of the earth and work of human 
hands, it will become for us the bread 
of life. 
 
P. Blessed be God for ever. 
 
C. Blessed are you, Lord God of all 
creation for through your goodness we 
have received the wine we offer you: 
Fruit of the vine and work of human 
hands, it will become our spiritual 
drink. 
 
P. Blessed be God for ever. 
 
The Celebrant completes additional 
personal preparatory rites; all stand. 
 
 
C. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), 
that my sacrifice and yours may be 
acceptable to God, the almighty Fa-
ther. 
 
P. May the Lord accept the sacrifice 
at your hands, for the praise and 
glory of his name, for our good and 
the good of all his holy Church. 
 
 
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Be pleased, O Lord, with our humble 
prayers and offerings, and, since we 
have no merits to plead our cause, 
come, we pray, to our rescue with the 
protection of your mercy. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 
P. Amen. 
 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER II 
 

C. The Lord be with you. 

P. And with your spirit. 

C. Lift up your hearts. 

P. We lift them up to the Lord. 

C. Let us give thanks to the Lord our 

God. 

P. It is right and just. 

 
After the Preface, the people sing or 
say: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
All kneel.  The Celebrant continues 
with the Eucharistic Prayer.  After the 
words of Consecration: 
 
C. The mystery of faith. 
 
When we eat this Bread and drink 
this Cup, 
we proclaim your death, O Lord,  
until you come again. 
  
 At the conclusion of the prayer: 
 
C. Through him, and with him, and in 
him, O God, almighty Father, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and 
honour is yours, for ever and ever. 
P. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

 
THE COMMUNION RITE 

 
All stand and the Celebrant says: 
C. At the Saviour’s command and 
formed by divine teaching, we dare to 
say: 
 
P. Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread,` 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass 
against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
 
C. Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from 
every evil, graciously grant peace in 
our days, that, by the help of your 
mercy, we may be always free from sin 
and safe from all distress, as we await 
the blessed hope and the coming of our 
Savour, Jesus Christ. 
 
P. For the kingdom, the power and 
the glory are yours now and for 
ever. 
 
C. Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your 
Apostles: Peace I leave you, my peace 
I give you; look not on our sins, but on 
the faith of your Church, and  
graciously grant her peace and unity in 
accordance with your will. 
Who live and reign for ever and ever. 
 
P. Amen. 
 
C. The peace of the Lord be with you 
always. 
 
P. And with your spirit. 
 
 
 
 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
 
During which is sung or said: 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God you take away the sins 
of the world, grant us peace. 
 
All kneel. 
 
 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 
 

C. Behold the Lamb of God,  
behold him who takes away the sins of 
the world. 
Blessed are those called to the supper 
of the Lamb. 
 
P. Lord, I am not worthy that you 
should enter under my roof, but only 
say the word and my soul shall be 
healed. 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
 
Replenished by the food of spiritual 
nourishment, 
we humbly beseech you, O Lord, 
that, through our partaking in this 
mystery, 
you may teach us to judge wisely the 
things of earth 
and hold firm to the things of heaven. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 
P. Amen 
 
 

Before Mass begins, the people  
gather in a spirit of recollection, 
preparing for their participation in 
the Mass. 
 
 
 

SIGN OF THE CROSS 
 

Celebrant:  In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spir-
it. 
 
People: Amen. 
 
 
 
 

GREETING 
 

C. The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  
 
P. And with your spirit. 
 
 
 

 
PENITENTIAL ACT 

 
The Celebrant invites the faithful to 
the Penitential Act. A brief silence is 
followed by the following: 
 
All say: 
 
I confess to almighty God and to 
you, my brothers and sisters,  that 
I have greatly sinned, in my 
thoughts and in my words, in what 
I have done and in what I have 
failed to do, (and striking their 
breast, they say:) through my fault, 
through my fault, through my most 
grievous fault; therefore I ask 
blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the 
Angels and Saints,  and you, my 
brothers and sisters, to pray for me 
to the Lord our God. 
 
The absolution by the Celebrant 
follows: 
C. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us 
to everlasting life. 
P. Amen. 
 
 
The Kyrie eleison 
(Lord, have mercy) 
Invocations may follow: 
C. Lord, have mercy.  
P. Lord, have mercy.  
C. Christ have mercy. 
P. Christ have mercy.  
C. Lord have mercy.  
P. Lord have mercy.  
 
 
 
 

THE COLLECT 
 

Almighty and merciful God, 
may no earthly undertaking hinder 
those who set out in haste to meet 
your Son, but may our learning of 
heavenly wisdom gain us admit-
tance to his company. 
Who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
P: Amen 

The Lord will make us prosper 
and our earth shall yield its fruit. 
Justice shall march before him 
and peace shall follow his steps. 
Let us see, O Lord, your mercy, and 
give us your saving help. 

 
 
 

SECOND READING 
 

A Reading from the Second  Letter 
of  St. Peter 

 
2 Peter 3:8-14 

 
 
There is one thing, my friends, that 
you must never forget: that with the 
Lord, ‘a day’ can mean a thousand 
years, and a thousand years is like a 
day. The Lord is not being slow to 
carry out his promises, as anybody 
else might be called slow; but he is 
being patient with you all, wanting 
nobody to be lost and everybody to 
be brought to change his ways. The 
Day of the Lord will come like a 
thief, and then with a roar the sky 
will vanish, the elements will catch 
fire and fall apart, the earth and all 
that it contains will be burnt up. 

Since everything is coming to an 
end like this, you should be living 
holy and saintly lives while you wait 
and long for the Day of God to 
come, when the sky will dissolve in 
flames and the elements melt in the 
heat. What we are waiting for is 
what he promised: the new heavens 
and new earth, the place where  
righteousness will be at home. So 
then, my friends, while you are  
waiting, do your best to live lives  
without spot or stain so that he will 
find you at peace. 

 
The Word of the Lord 
 
P. Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Lk3:4,6 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare a way for the Lord, 
make his paths straight, 
and all mankind shall see the sal-
vation of God. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 

GOSPEL 
 

C. The Lord be with you. 
P. And with your Spirit. 
C. A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to N. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 

Mark 1:1-8 
 
The beginning of the Good News 
about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
It is written in the book of the proph-
et Isaiah: 
Look, I am going to send my  
messenger before you; 
he will prepare your way. 
A voice cries in the wilderness: 
Prepare a way for the Lord, make his 
paths straight. 
and so it was that John the Baptist 
appeared in the wilderness,  

proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. All  
Judaea and all the people of  
Jerusalem made their way to him, 
and as they were baptised by him in 
the river Jordan they confessed their 
sins. John wore a garment of  
camel-skin, and he lived on locusts 
and wild honey. In the course of his 
preaching he said, ‘Someone is  
following me, someone who is more 
powerful than I am, and I am not fit 
to kneel down and undo the strap of 
his sandals. I have baptised you with 
water, but he will baptise you with 
the Holy Spirit.’ 

 
C. The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
P. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
 
After the Gospel all sit. 
 
 
 
 

THE HOMILY 
 
After the Homily there may be a brief 
silence for recollection. 
All stand. 

 

 

 

NICENO-
CONSTANTINOPOLITAN 

CREED 

I believe in one God,   the Father 
almighty,   maker of heaven and 
earth,    of all things visible and 
invisible. I believe in one Lord 
Jesus Christ,  the Only Begotten 
Son of God,  born of the Father 
before all ages. God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from 
true God,    
begotten, not made,   
consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made.  
For us men and for our salvation   
he came down from heaven,  (all 
bow)  and by the Holy Spirit  was 
incarnate of the Virgin Mary,  and 
became man.  
For our sake he was crucified  
under Pontius Pilate,  he suffered 
death and was buried, and rose 
again on the third day in  
accordance with the Scriptures.  
He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in  
glory to judge the living and the 
dead  and his kingdom will have 
no end.  I believe in the Holy  
Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the 
Son,    
who with the Father and the Son is 
adored and glorified, who has 
spoken through the  prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and 
apostolic Church.  I confess one 
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resur-
rection of the dead and the life of 
the world to come.   
 
Amen 

All sit.  By hearing the word  
proclaimed in worship, the faithful 
again enter into the unending dialogue 
with God.  A brief time of quiet after 
the readings enables those present to 
take the word of God to heart. 

 
 

FIRST READING 
 

A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah 
 
Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11 

 
‘Console my people, console them’ 
says your God. 
‘Speak to the heart of Jerusalem 
and call to her 
that her time of service is ended, 
that her sin is atoned for, 
that she has received from the hand 
of the Lord 
double punishment for all her 
crimes.’ 
A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the  
wilderness 
a way for the Lord. 
Make a straight highway for our God 
across the desert. 
Let every valley be filled in, 
every mountain and hill be laid low. 
Let every cliff become a plain, 
and the ridges a valley; 
then the glory of the Lord shall be 
revealed 
and all mankind shall see it; 
for the mouth of the Lord has  
spoken.’ 
Go up on a high mountain, 
joyful messenger to Zion. 
Shout with a loud voice, 
joyful messenger to Jerusalem. 
Shout without fear, 
say to the towns of Judah, 
‘Here is your God.’ 
Here is the Lord coming with power, 
his arm subduing all things to him. 
The prize of his victory is with him, 
his trophies all go before him. 
He is like a shepherd feeding his 
flock, 
gathering lambs in his arms, 
holding them against his breast 
and leading to their rest the mother 
ewes. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
 
P. Thanks be to God 

 
 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
 

Psalm 84(85):9-14(Advent) 
 
Let us see, O Lord, your mercy, and 
give us your saving help. 
 
I will hear what the Lord God has to 
say, 
a voice that speaks of peace, 
peace for his people. 
His help is near for those who fear 
him 
and his glory will dwell in our land. 
Let us see, O Lord, your mercy, and 
give us your saving help. 

 
Mercy and faithfulness have met; 
justice and peace have embraced. 
Faithfulness shall spring from the 
earth 
and justice look down from heaven. 
Let us see, O Lord, your mercy, and 
give us your saving help. 

THE CONCLUDING RITES 


