ST. MARY’S MESSENGER

2ND SUNAY OF ADVENT

5TH DECEMBER 2021

Times and Intentions of Holy Mass for the Coming week
Saturday 4th December

11:00am
5:30pm

Liz Woodhams RIP (Mary Dark)
Mel Harries RIP

Sunday 5th December
2nd Sunday of Advent

11:00am

Pro Populo (For the People)

Monday 6th December
St. Nicholas
Tuesday 7th December

11:00am

Fr Bonaventure Welsford RIP (Mona)

6:00pm
6:30pm

Adoration & Confessions
Sr Bridie Quinn RIP & Holy Souls (F Smithson)

11:00am

Thanksgiving

Vigil—2nd Sunday of Advent

Vigil of The Immaculate Conception

Wednesday 8th December
The Immaculate Conception
Thursday 9th December
St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
Friday 10th December
St. John Roberts
Saturday 11th December

St. Mary’s Messenger
St Mary’s Catholic Church, Union St., Carmarthen, SA31 3DE
Tel: 01267 237205
Email: smrccarms@gmail.com
www.stmaryschurchcarmarthen.org
Parish Priest: Fr. Phillip Harries

NO MASS

Please take this Newsletter home and make time to read the word of God.
Meditate on the words , and reflect on them prayerfully.

NO MASS

Vigil— 3rd Sunday of Advent

Sunday 12th December
Gaudete—3rd Sunday of Advent

11:00am
5:30pm
11.00am

5th November 2021
Second Sunday of
Advent
Sunday Readings: Year C
Psalter: Wk. 2

Fr Timothy CP RIP ( Ann Johnson)
For Healing
Pro Populo (For the People)

Advent Journey—making time for Christ
A we continue along our advent journey, we try each day to set aside tie to
focus on our relationship with God, which has an effect on the way we relate
to those around us. Today, we could do well to look at our journey so far, and
how we are living our the good intentions or promises we might have made
last week. How are they going? As we begin this second week of this Holy
Season, let us see how we can grow in our journey, and focus on our goal,
which is to grow closer to Christ—the God who comes to us.

Fr. Phillip writes… The unexpected and unwelcomed situations and events of life often come to us at times we would
rather wish they did not. Unfortunately my balance problem has decided to visit me this week, probably on the tail of
some random virus, which is why Mass is being celebrated in a slightly different way from usual. The altar is in front of the
Sanctuary steps, in an attempt to help me not be so high up, as being at even a small height makes it much more difficult for
me to achieve balance; so please bear with me as I try to continue to celebrate Mass while my balance problem persists.
This makes me think of the many people who are unwell, or even in hospital in Glangwilli. I once spoke to an A&E doctor
who told me that none of the people in his department had begun their day thinking they would end up in hospital …… and
how true he was. We are often confronted with situations we would rather avoid, but what we can do, especially in difficult
situations, is to turn to our Loving God and ask for the gift of Grace, so that He can be our endurance and our hope.

Did you make an Advent promise? If you did, and you wrote it
on one of the Stars that were available in the Church porch, please hang it on
the tree at the front of the Church, may it be an encouragement to all who see
it, that they are not alone on this journey — we journey together as a community of Faith, giving strength and courage to each other by prayers and actions.

Reserving a place for Christmas Mass : Unfortunately, we still have to continue with our vigilance regarding the spread of
COVID19, and this affects what we do in Church. We still have to follow social distancing guidelines, as well as use masks
and sanitise after every event. This means we have to manage numbers at Christmas celebrations, as hopefully people will
feel confident and safe in coming together to pray and celebrate Our Saviour’s birth.

There will be Mass on:
Christmas Eve (Friday 24th December)
at
4:00pm
7:00pm
12:00 Midnight
Christmas Day (Saturday 25th December) at
11:00am
NO EVENING MASS
Holy Family
(Sunday 26th December) at
11:00am
BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL FOR ALL OF THESE MASSES so we can safely accommodate as many people
as possible - TO BOOK PLEASE PHONE 01267-237205. Thank you for your kind co-operation.

Ask your MP to end ‘DIY’ abortion: The abortion lobby are now running a large campaign in the media to put pressure on
the Government to make temporary ‘DIY’ abortion schemes permanent before the end of the year. It is therefore vital that as
many MPs as possible write to the Health Secretary, Sajid Javid, asking the Government to end these dangerous ‘DIY’ abortion schemes. Right To Life UK has launched an easy-to-use tool on its website today which makes it easy for you to send an
email to your MP asking them to write to Sajid Javid. Please visit www.righttolife.org.uk/endDIY to contact your MP now. It
only takes 30 seconds.
Please save postage stamps: and bring them to the Church, so they can be sent to the Royal National Institute of Blind
People , who can use them to raise funds. Please leave 1cm around the stamps. Thank you for your help and kind support.
Ladies Christmas Dining Out Night: Monday 13th December at the Falcon Hotel, Lammas Street, Carmarthen. Please sign
the form in the porch and give a £10 deposit to Mary Dark by Monday 6th December.

Last Week’s Collections

Do you have an image of the baby Jesus, or Crib figures?
Next weekend (3rd Sunday of Advent—Gaudete Sunday), we will bless crib
figures, so feel welcome to bring yours in to be blessed.
Can you help to safeguard people in the Church as a volunteer steward / Sanitiser after Mass? : We need people to help
ensure we are maintaining social distance within the Church, by assisting those who enter to keep apart, to ensure all fill
in the contact tracing form, to guide people to available seating, and to help people leave safely at the end of Mass; also
to sanitise the Church after everyone has safely left. If you are able and willing to help, please contact Fr Phillip. Thanks






PLEASE OBSERVE THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES
WHEN VISITING THE CHURCH:
While Sunday Obligation is suspended, please consider coming to a weekday or Saturday Mass in
order that numbers remain manageable, particularly now the numbers attending are rising.
Please arrive in plenty of time to take your seat, remembering that this takes longer than normal at the
moment. The Church is opened half an hour before Mass.
Sign in using the form in the porch—this is for test and trace purposes.
When entering available pews, please move to the end of the pew (close to the wall) to allow others to share
the pew safely without having to squeeze past you.

Main Offertory:£128.26 Maintenance Fund: £54.00
If you would like to make your offertory donation on line by BACS please contact the office for our bank details. Alternatively,
there are Standing Order form on our website, and in the Church porch, if you wish to set up a regular payment .
In the meantime all donations can be popped into the black post box on the table in the porch. THANK YOU
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Mrs Therese Passenger 079441 59039
St. Mary’s Primary School: Acting Head teacher Mrs. Hannah Corcoran 01267 234297
St. John Lloyd’s Secondary School Llanelli: Head Teacher Mr Ashley Howells 01554 772589

Registered Charity No: 234168

Thank you for your care and consideration of others.
Supporting your parish : Please consider completing a direct debit mandate, so you can make your weekly offering via
the bank, or alternatively place offertory donations in the black post box (on the table in the church porch) Thank you.

2nd Sunday of
Advent

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
O people of Sion, behold,
the Lord will come to save
the nations, and the Lord
will make the glory of his
voice heard in the joy of
your heart.
PENITENTIAL ACT
I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers
and sisters, that I have
greatly sinned, in my
thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done and in
what I have failed to do,
(and striking their breast,
they say:) through my
fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous
fault; therefore I ask
blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and
sisters, to pray for me to
the Lord our God.
The Kyrie eleison
(Lord, have mercy)
Invocations may follow:
C. Lord, have mercy.
P. Lord, have mercy.
C. Christ have mercy.
P. Christ have mercy.
C. Lord have mercy.
P. Lord have mercy.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING

Baruch 5:1-9
Jerusalem, take off your dress
of sorrow and distress, put on
the beauty of the glory of God
for ever, wrap the cloak of the
integrity of God around you,
put the diadem of the glory of
the Eternal on your head:
since God means to show
your splendour to every
nation under heaven, since the
name God gives you for ever
will be, ‘Peace through
integrity, and honour through
devotedness.’
Arise, Jerusalem, stand on the
heights and turn your eyes to
the east: see your sons
reassembled from west and
east at the command of the
Holy One, jubilant that God
has remembered them.
Though they left you on foot,
with enemies for an escort,
now God brings them back to
you like royal princes carried
back in glory. For God has
decreed the flattening of each
high mountain, of the everlasting hills, the filling of the
valleys to make the ground
level so that Israel can walk in
safety under the glory of God.
And the forests and every
fragrant tree will provide
shade for Israel at the
command of God; for God
will guide Israel in joy by the
light of his glory with his
mercy and integrity for escort.
The Word of the Lord
P. Thanks be to God
RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Psalm 125(126)
What marvels the Lord
worked for us! Indeed we
were glad.

May the
dawning of the
light of Christ in
our hearts and
minds, dispel the
darkness of
despair, and fill
our lives with
the hope of His
saving promise .
Amen.

When the Lord delivered Zion
from bondage,
it seemed like a dream.
Then was our mouth filled
with laughter,
on our lips there were songs.
What marvels the Lord
worked for us! Indeed we
were glad.

The heathens themselves said:
‘What marvels
the Lord worked for them!’
What marvels the Lord
worked for us!
Indeed we were glad.
What marvels the Lord
worked for us! Indeed we
were glad.
Deliver us, O Lord, from our
bondage

as streams in dry land.
Those who are sowing in tears
will sing when they reap.
What marvels the Lord
worked for us! Indeed we
were glad.
They go out, they go out, full
of tears,
carrying seed for the sowing:
they come back, they come
back, full of song,
carrying their sheaves.
What marvels the Lord
worked for us! Indeed we
were glad.
SECOND READING

Philippians 1:4-6,8-11
Every time I pray for all of
you, I pray with joy,
remembering how you have
helped to spread the Good
News from the day you first
heard it right up to the
present. I am quite certain that
the One who began this good
work in you will see that it is
finished when the Day of
Christ Jesus comes; and God
knows how much I miss you
all, loving you as Christ Jesus
loves you. My prayer is that
your love for each other may
increase more and more and
never stop improving your
knowledge and deepening
your perception so that you
can always recognise what is
best. This will help you to
become pure and blameless,
and prepare you for the Day
of Christ, when you will reach
the perfect goodness which
Jesus Christ produces in us
for the glory and praise of
God.
The Word of the Lord
P. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!
Prepare a way for the Lord,
make his paths straight,
and all mankind shall see the
salvation of God.
Alleluia
GOSPEL
C. The Lord be with you.
P. And with your Spirit.
C. A reading from the holy
Gospel according to N.
C. Glory to you, O Lord.
Luke 3:1-6
In the fifteenth year of
Tiberius Caesar’s reign, when
Pontius Pilate was governor
of Judaea, Herod tetrarch of
Galilee, his brother Philip
tetrarch of the lands of Ituraea
and Trachonitis, Lysanias
tetrarch of Abilene, during the
pontificate of Annas and

Caiaphas the word of God
came to John son of
Zechariah, in the wilderness.
He went through the whole
Jordan district proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins, as it is
written in the book of the
sayings of the prophet Isaiah:
A voice cries in the
wilderness:
Prepare a way for the Lord,
make his paths straight.
Every valley will be filled in,
every mountain and hill be
laid low,
winding ways will be
straightened
and rough roads made
smooth.
And all mankind shall see the
salvation of God.
C. The Gospel of the Lord.
P. Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ.
After the Gospel all sit.
THE HOMILY

NICENOCONSTANTINOPOLITAN
CREED
I believe in one God, the
Father almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus
Christ, the Only Begotten Son
of God, born of the
Father before all ages. God
from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the
Father; through him all things
were made. For us men and
for our salvation he came
down from heaven, (all bow)
and by the Holy Spirit was
incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate, he
suffered death and was
buried, and rose again on the
third day in accordance with
the Scriptures. He
ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and
the dead and his kingdom will
have no end. I believe in the
Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son is
adored and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic
and apostolic Church. I confess one
Baptism for the forgiveness of
sins and I look forward to the
resurrection of the dead and
the life of the world to come.
Amen

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Holy, holy, holy
Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of
your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
C. The mystery of faith.

Save us, Saviour of the
world, for by your Cross
and Resurrection
you have set us free.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily
bread,`
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
P. For the kingdom, the power
and the glory are yours now
and for ever.
Lamb of God, you take away
the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away
the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God you take away
the sins of the world, grant us
peace.
C. Behold the Lamb of God,
behold him who takes away the
sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the
supper of the Lamb.

P. Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under
my roof, but only say the
word and my soul shall be
healed.

Please remain in your
place and Holy
Communion will be
brought to you. Please
remove your face covering
before receiving Holy
Communion, and extend
your fully open hands, so
the Priest may give you
Holy communion without
touching your fingers.
Thank you.
Excerpts from the English translation of The
Roman Missal © 2010,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy
Corporation. All rights reserved.
Scripture Readings are from The Roman Missal:
Lectionary
© 1981 William Collins Sons and Company Limited
and Cassell Limited: compilation, editorial matter
computer programmes and derivative typography,
format and design.
All rights reserved.

Prayer for the Sick
Heavenly Father,
Look with mercy on the sick
in our parish community and
help them in this time of trial.
Restore them to health, we
pray, Through Christ Our
Lord, Amen


Please pray for those who
are unwell:
Amy Tynan
John & Dawn Davies,
Christine Rees
Tal and Cynthia Harries,
Teresa Hay,
Patricia Stradling,
Peggy Davies,
Edward Hamilton
Do you have a relative
who's name you would like
added to the Prayer list for
the sick?
Please speak with Fr
Phillip to have their name
added to the daily prayers.


RIP Anniversaries
John Kelly
Kathleen Evans
Elizabeth Heinze
Frederick James (Jim) Price
Delia Phelan
Bruno Leonardi
Mary Morris
Eileen McCarthy
Eternal rest grant unto them,
O Lord.
And let perpetual light shine
upon them.
May they rest in peace.
Amen.
Intentions of the
Holy Father for the
Month of December
Let us pray for the catechists,
summoned to announce the
Word of God: may they be its
witnesses, with courage and
creativity and in the power of
the Holy Spirit.

PRAYER FOR THOSE AFFECTED BY
CORONAVIRUS
God our Father,
we pray for those who are suffering,
for those who are grieving,
for those who are anxious,
and for those who are working tirelessly to care for the
sick.
God our Father, your Son Jesus Christ came into our
world to heal us of all division and bring us life in abundance. By the power of your Spirit help us strive together as one family of many nations to help those in
greatest need during this crisis.
We ask this in the name of Jesus our Risen Lord,
Amen


The prayer of Spiritual Communion
by St Alphonsus
My Jesus,
I believe that you are present in
the Holy Sacrament of the altar.
I love you above all things and I passionately desire
to receive you into my soul.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
come spiritually into my soul
so that I may unite myself wholly to you
now and forever. Amen.

Confessions during Advent
Fr Phillip is usually available after every Mass to
celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation / Confession.
Appointments can be made for confession by phoning
the presbytery, or arranging after Mass.
It is hoped we can have visiting priests over Advent.

“A voice cries in the wilderness: Prepare a
way for the Lord, make his paths straight.’
John called out it he wilderness to the people to make preparation—to be ready to meet The Lord. That voice calls out
to us, and asks us to be vigilant, to look at our lives, and to
make reediness to welcome Our Lord.
Our lives are full, and our paths have to cross many terrains,
but do we seek the company of Our Lord as we travel?
Often, we can loose sight of Our journey with God. This is
our time to stop, and make time to walk with our Lord, and
maybe to ask Him to support us on our journey.

