ST. MARY’S MESSENGER

2ND SUNDAY OF CHRITMAS

2ND JANUARY

2022

Times and Intentions of Holy Mass for the Coming week
Saturday 1st January 2022

11:00am

Good Health and God’s Grace

5:30pm
11.00am

Margaret Cone RIP (Mary Wilson)
Pro Populo (For the People)

Monday 3rd January

11.00am

Pentagelo Family (Rosa Llewellyn)

Tuesday 4th January

NO MASS

The Holy Mother of God
Vigil— 2nd Sunday of Christmas

Sunday 2nd January
2nd Sunday of Christmas

Wednesday 5th January
Vigil of The Epiphany of The Lord

6:00pm

Ina Hayes Intention

Thursday 6th January
The Epiphany of The Lord
Friday 7th January
Octave of Christmas
Saturday 8th January

11.00am

Birthday Blessings—Thomas & Sarah Smithson
(Fran Smithson)

11.00am

John & Mary Julian Quinn RIP (Frances Smithson)
Debbie Payne RIP (Sarah Evans)
For the Sick
Pro Populo (For the People)

Vigil— The Baptism of The Lord

Sunday 9th January
The Baptism of The Lord

11:00am
5:30pm
11.00am

St. Mary’s Messenger
St Mary’s Catholic Church, Union St., Carmarthen, SA31 3DE
Tel: 01267 237205
Email: smrccarms@gmail.com
www.stmaryschurchcarmarthen.org
Parish Priest: Fr. Phillip Harries

Please take this Newsletter home and make time to read the word of God.
Meditate on the words , and reflect on them prayerfully.

Nadolig Llawen, a Blwyddyn Newydd Dda
Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year
Feliz Navidad—Wesołych Świąt—
Maligayang Pasko—Nollaig Shona
duit—Giáng sinh vui vẻ—kristumas
āśansakaḷVeselé Vianoce—
Barka da Kirsimeti

Fr. Phillip writes… our current situation of vigilance against the spread of the Corona Virus has changed some of the
plans of many of us, but we do our best to show love in the things we are able to do. Some people are experiencing illness
at this time, and we keep them very much in our prayers. For some, they will experience Christmas and the start of a new
year for the first time without a loved one, and again, we pray for them, and we reach out in love and support of them. (a
phone call is a good way of showing love and thought). This Time of year can be an opportunity for us to not only show
charity in how we look out for others, in taking steps to safeguard the unwell and the vulnerable, but also to pray for those
who most benefit form the support of prayer. All who work in our Hospitals, healthcare and caring sectors benefit form the
gift of prayer. Let us pray for one another, and for all most in need, and may the Christ Child be born anew in our hearts, and
as we begin this new year, let us do so with great hope, and entrust ourselves to the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Straw from the crib: it is a tradition to take blessed straw from the crib, and to either put it in the crib at home, or give it to
friends or relatives, so that they may place it in their cribs. Although a simple action, it lets others know that you have remembered them in your prayers.
th

12 night: is traditionally when the Christmas trees and decorations are taken down in our homes, and in public places, however, our celebration of the Christmas Season continues until the feast of the Baptism of Our Lord, which is Sunday 9th January – why not keep your crib and decorations up until then?

Blwyddyn Newydd Dda—Happy New Year

I wish you , your family and your loved ones every blessing it the
New Year—may it be one of health, peace and God’s Grace for all.
Holy Mass has been offered for your intentions, and you are remembered each day in prayer. May you have a blessed 2022!
Thank you to all who have helped so generously in our celebrations
of Our Lords Nativity—from decorating the Church, to singing carols outside, and our kind stewards, readers and our Server Roger—
whatever you have done, may God reward your Kindness !
If you feel you can help in any way as part of our Parish Community
in the year ahead, please let me know. God bless you—Fr Philip
Last Week’s Collections

Main Offertory: £170.59 Maintenance Fund: £125.00
If you would like to make your offertory donation on line by BACS please contact the office for our bank details. Alternatively,
there is a Standing Order form on our website if you wish to set up a regular payment to us. In the meantime all donations can
be popped into the black post box on the table in the porch. THANK YOU
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Mrs Therese Passenger 079441 59039
St. Mary’s Primary School: Acting Head teacher Mrs. Hannah Corcoran 01267 234297
St. John Lloyd’s Secondary School Llanelli: Head Teacher Mr Ashley Howells 01554 772589

Registered Charity No: 234168

2nd January 2022
2nd Sunday of Christmas
Sunday Readings: C
Psalter: Wk. 2

I would like to wish you all a very happy, and holy Christmas
and a healthy, joyous and Grace filled New Year!! Please be assured of my prayers for you, and those you love, and may God
bless you and reward your kindness. With every good wish for
Christmas and the New Year—Fr Phillip
Thank you—for your Christmas Offering and your kind gifts and well wishes: I am truly humbled by your kindness and
generosity. Thank you for your kindness and your consideration, your creativity and your good humour!! As we continue our
celebrations of the Nativity, may we continue to pray for each other, especially those who suffer. God reward your kindness!

Have you done a lateral flow test? The Welsh Government are advising all people to do a Lateral Flow Test before
meeting others. These could be very beneficial if you are planning to meet with family and friends over Christmas and the \New
Year. The tests are painless, and available free from all pharmacies. Please consider doing them.








PLEASE OBSERVE THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES
WHEN VISITING THE CHURCH:
While Sunday Obligation is suspended, please consider coming to a weekday or Saturday Mass in
order that numbers remain manageable, particularly now the numbers attending are rising.
Please arrive in plenty of time to take your seat, remembering that this takes longer than normal at the
moment. The Church is opened half an hour before Mass.
Sign in using the form in the porch—this is for test and trace purposes.
When entering available pews, please move to the end of the pew (close to the wall) to allow others to share
the pew safely without having to squeeze past you.
Please consider doing a Lateral Flow test before coming to Mass, or meeting with groups of people.
Thank you for your care and consideration of others.

Supporting your parish : Please consider completing a direct debit mandate, so you can make your weekly offering via
the bank, or alternatively place offertory donations in the black post box (on the table in the church porch) Thank you.

2nd Sunday of
Christmas

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
When a profound silence
covered all things
and night was in the middle of its course,
your all-powerful Word, O
Lord, bounded from
heaven’s royal throne
PENITENTIAL RITE
THE GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people
of good will. We praise you,
we bless you, we adore you,
we glorify you, we give you
thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O
God, almighty Father. Lord
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten
Son, Lord God, Lamb of
God, Son of the Father, you
take away the sins of the
world, have mercy on us.
You take away the sins of
the world, receive our
prayer;
you are seated at the right
hand of the Father, have
mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy
One,
you alone are the Lord, you
alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy
Spirit, in the glory of God
the Father. Amen
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING

Ecclesiasticus 24:1-2,8-12
Wisdom speaks her own
praises, in the midst of her
people she glories in herself.
She opens her mouth in the
assembly of the Most High,
she glories in herself in the
presence of the Mighty One;
‘Then the creator of all
things instructed me,
and he who created me fixed
a place for my tent.
He said, “Pitch your tent in
Jacob,
make Israel your inheritance.”
From eternity, in the beginning, he created me,
and for eternity I shall remain.
I ministered before him in
the holy tabernacle,
and thus was I established
on Zion.
In the beloved city he has
given me rest,
and in Jerusalem I wield my
authority.
I have taken root in a privi-

leged people,
in the Lord’s property, in his
inheritance.’

The Word of the Lord
P. Thanks be to God
RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Psalm 147:12-15,19-20
The Word was made flesh,
and lived among us.
O praise the Lord, Jerusalem!
Zion, praise your God!
He has strengthened the bars
of your gates
he has blessed the children
within you.
The Word was made flesh,
and lived among us.
He established peace on your
borders,
he feeds you with finest
wheat.
He sends out his word to the
earth
and swiftly runs his command.
The Word was made flesh,
and lived among us.
He makes his word known to
Jacob,
to Israel his laws and decrees.
He has not dealt thus with
other nations;
he has not taught them his
decrees.
The Word was made flesh,
and lived among us.
SECOND READING

Ephesians 1:3-6,15-18
Blessed be God the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us with all
the spiritual blessings of
heaven in Christ.
Before the world was made,
he chose us, chose us in
Christ, to be holy and spotless, and to live through love
in his presence, determining
that we should become his
adopted sons, through Jesus
Christ for his own kind purposes, to make us praise the
glory of his grace, his free gift
to us in the Beloved.
That will explain why I, having once heard about your
faith in the Lord Jesus, and
the love that you show towards all the saints, have never failed to remember you in

my prayers and to thank God
for you. May the God of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of glory, give you a spirit of
wisdom and perception of
what is revealed, to bring you
to full knowledge of him.
May he enlighten the eyes of
your mind so that you can see
what hope his call holds for
you, what rich glories he has
promised the saints will inherit.
The Word of the Lord
P. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!
Glory be to you, O Christ,
proclaimed to the pagans.
Glory be to you, O Christ,
believed in by the world.
Alleluia!
GOSPEL
C. The Lord be with you.
P. And with your Spirit.
C. A reading from the holy
Gospel according to N.
C. Glory to you, O Lord.
John 1:1-18
In the beginning was the
Word: and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God.
He was with God in the beginning. Through him all
things came to be, not one
thing had its being but
through him. All that came to
be had life in him and that life
was the light of men,
a light that shines in the dark,
a light that darkness could not
overpower.
A man came, sent by God.
His name was John.
He came as a witness,
as a witness to speak for the
light, so that everyone might
believe through him.
He was not the light,
only a witness to speak for the
light. The Word was the true
light that enlightens all men;
and he was coming into the
world. He was in the world
that had its being through
him, and the world did not
know him.
He came to his own domain
and his own people did not
accept him.
But to all who did accept him
he gave power to become
children of God, to all who
believe in the name of him
who was born not out of human stock or urge of the flesh
or will of man but of God
himself.
The Word was made flesh,

he lived among us,
and we saw his glory, the glory that is his as the only Son
of the Father, full of grace and
truth. John appears as his
witness. He proclaims:
‘This is the one of whom I
said: He who comes after me
ranks before me because he
existed before me.’
Indeed, from his fullness we
have, all of us, received –
yes, grace in return for grace,
since, though the Law was
given through Moses,
grace and truth have come
through Jesus Christ.
No one has ever seen God;
it is the only Son, who is
nearest to the Father’s heart,
who has made him known.
C. The Gospel of the Lord.
P. Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ.
After the Gospel all sit.
THE HOMILY

NICENOCONSTANTINOPOLITAN
CREED
I believe in one God, the
Father almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus
Christ, the Only Begotten
Son of God, born of the
Father before all ages. God
from God, Light from
Light, true God from true
God,
begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the
Father; through him all
things were made. For us
men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
(all bow) and by the Holy
Spirit was incarnate of the
Virgin Mary, and became
man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he
suffered death and was
buried, and rose again on
the third day in accordance
with the Scriptures. He
ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the
living and the dead and his
kingdom will have no end. I
believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son

is adored and glorified, who
has spoken through the
prophets. I believe in one,
holy, catholic and apostolic
Church. I confess one
Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins and I look forward to
the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to
come.
Amen
THE LITURGY OF THE
EUCHARIST
Holy, holy, holy
Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of
your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily
bread,`
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
P. For the kingdom, the power
and the glory are yours now
and for ever.
Lamb of God, you take away
the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away
the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God you take away
the sins of the world, grant us
peace.

C. Behold the Lamb of God,
behold him who takes away the
sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the
supper of the Lamb.

P. Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under
my roof, but only say the
word and my soul shall be
healed.

Please remain in your
place and Holy Communion will be brought to you.
Please remove your face
covering before receiving
Holy Communion, and
extend your fully open
hands, so the Priest may
give you Holy communion
without touching your
fingers.
Thank you.

Excerpts from the English translation of The
Roman Missal © 2010,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy
Corporation. All rights reserved.
Scripture Readings are from The Roman Missal:
Lectionary
© 1981 William Collins Sons and Company Limited
and Cassell Limited: compilation, editorial matter
computer programmes and derivative typography,
format and design.
All rights reserved.


Prayer for the Sick
Heavenly Father,
Look with mercy on the sick
in our parish community and
help them in this time of trial.
Restore them to health, we
pray, Through Christ Our
Lord, Amen

Please pray for those
who are unwell:

Amy Tynan
John & Dawn Davies,
Christine Rees
Tal and Cynthia Harries,
Teresa Hay,
Patricia Stradling,
Peggy Davies,
Edward Hamilton
Meenu Mol Antony

If you have a relative who's
name you would like added
to the Prayer list for the
sick, Please speak with
Fr Phillip .


RIP Anniversaries
Mary Fenton
Margaret Connelly
Elizabeth Jane Rohan
Maureen Connick
Josephine Spagoni
Phyllis Morgan Griffiths
Joseph Kelly
David Mallia
Challs Bateman
Oscar Rosemeyer
Michael Parker
Kevin O’Halloran
Eternal rest grant unto them,
O Lord.
And let perpetual light shine
upon them.
May they rest in peace.
Amen.

PRAYER FOR THOSE AFFECTED BY
CORONAVIRUS
God our Father,
we pray for those who are suffering,
for those who are grieving,
for those who are anxious,
and for those who are working tirelessly to care for the
sick.
God our Father, your Son Jesus Christ came into our
world to heal us of all division and bring us life in abundance. By the power of your Spirit help us strive together as one family of many nations to help those in
greatest need during this crisis.
We ask this through our Lord, Amen
Intentions of the Holy Father for the
Month of December
We pray that people who suffer from depression or
burn-out will find support and a light that opens them
up to life.


The prayer of Spiritual Communion
by St Alphonsus
My Jesus,
I believe that you are present in
the Holy Sacrament of the altar.
I love you above all things and I passionately desire
to receive you into my soul.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
come spiritually into my soul
so that I may unite myself wholly to you
now and forever. Amen.

“The Word was made flesh, he lived among
us, and we saw his glory, the glory that is his
as the only Son of the Father, full of grace
and truth..’
We celebrate our God taking flesh—human flesh—our
flesh, and not being diminished, but raising up our dignity.

Our God becomes what we are, so that we might become more like that which He is.
Let us respond lovingly to the gift of God, made lovingly to
us. Let Christ be born in our lives once more, and fill us
with His Grace.

