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The Bapism of the Lord 
Sunday Readings: C  

Psalter: Wk. 1 
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Parish Priest: Fr. Phillip Harries 

Fr. Phillip writes… The season of our celebration of the Birth of Our Saviour is now at an end, however we continue to 
rejoice in and celebrate the fact that our God comes to us, constantly as we live the Sacramental life.  We are called to an 

ever deeper aver more maturing relationship with our loving God.  This is something that takes place day by day, in the rou-
tine of ordinary life, in our prayers each day. 
When we celebrate the Sacraments, we raise our hearts to Our God, and encounter Him in a bond of relationship.  It is that 
relationship that Jesus embraces us in, and gives us the example of how he lived that bond in the situations of daily life, illus-
trated in Sacred Scripture. 
As we read the readings of the Mass during the week, or use Scripture in our reflections each day, we grow in the knowledge 
of how important our prayerful relationship with God in our daily lives is.  It forms us as people, and shapes our actions. 
As we move in to the ordinary time of the Church calendar,  let us rejoice in the ordinary day to day relationship we have with 
our Faith.  Something that is natural and regular in our lives, so that when we are challenged or experience difficulty, or when 
we rejoice and celebrate, our response is the same—that our faith is there with us, as part of us, and providing support and 
strength to us. 
Our daily life has as the core the context of Faith, and the root of that faith is Christ—born each day anew to us 

Last Week’s Collections Main Offertory: £100.00   Maintenance Fund: £85.64 
Amendment to Collections for Weekend of 1st/2nd January: Main Offertory: £265.00   Maintenance: £170.59 

If you would like to make your offertory donation on line by BACS please contact the office for our bank details. Alternatively, 
there is a Standing Order form on our website if you wish to set up a regular payment to us. In the meantime all donations can 

be popped into the black post box on the table in the porch. THANK YOU 

PLEASE OBSERVE THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES  
WHEN VISITING THE CHURCH: 

 

 While Sunday Obligation is suspended, please consider coming to a weekday or Saturday Mass in    
order that numbers remain manageable, particularly now the numbers attending are rising. 

 

 Please arrive in plenty of time to take your seat, remembering that this takes longer than normal at the      
moment.  The Church is opened half an hour before Mass.   

 Sign in using the form in the porch—this is for test and trace purposes. 
 When entering available pews, please move to the end of the pew (close to the wall) to allow others to share 

the pew safely without having to squeeze past you. 

 Please consider doing a Lateral Flow test before coming to Mass, or meeting with groups of people. 

 

Thank you for your care and consideration of others. 

 Times and Intentions of Holy Mass for the Coming week 
Saturday 8th January 2022   

Saturday after Epiphany 
Vigil— The Baptism of The Lord 

11:00am     
 

5:30pm                          

Debbie Payne RIP (Sarah Evans) 
 

For the Sick 

Sunday 9th January 

The Baptism of The Lord 
11.00am                                      Pro Populo (For the People)                                                 

Monday 10th January 
 

11.00am                                      Hugh Williams RIP Anniv (Mona) 

Tuesday 11th January 
 

NO MASS  

Wednesday 12th January 
 

NO MASS  

Thursday 13th January 
 

NO MASS  

Friday 14th January 
 

NO MASS  

Saturday 15th January 

Vigil— 2nd Sunday Ordinary Time 
NO MORNIING MASS 

5:30pm                          
 

David Llewellyn RIP (Rosa Llewellyn) 

Sunday 16th January 

Second Sunday Ordinary Time 
11.00am                                      Pro Populo (For the People)                                                 

Please take this Newsletter home and make time to read the word of God.   
Meditate on the words , and reflect on them prayerfully. 

Friday fasting and abstinence during ordinary time: we observe our regular Friday abstention from meat after 
the close of the Christmas season (well….. those of us who have not reached our 60th birthday will ….). but why do 
we do this? 
It has long been a tradition to fast and abstain from meat on certain days during the year, just as on other days we 
are encouraged to feast.  The Friday fast or abstention from eating meat, reminds us of the sacrifice of Christ on 
Good Friday.  We abstain from meat on Good Friday, but also on ordinary Fridays of the year, almost like a weekly 
memorial or commemoration of the Sacrifice of Jesus.  After the second Vatican Council, the Congregation of 
Bishops for Wales and England decided that instead of Friday abstinence from meat, everyone should choose  
something personal to them to give up.  In reality, for many, the observance of sacrifice or taking on of a penance or 
additional prayer was forgotten.   
In celebration of the visit of Pope Benedict XVI to the UK in 2010, the Congregation of Bishops for Wales and 
England asked the Catholic Population to re-commit themselves to the practice of abstaining from meat on ordinary 
Fridays during the year (only for those aged between 14 and 60), and that is why we return to observe this during 
ordinary time.     

The gift of Baptism—the gift of life.                               

This weekend we celebrate the feast of the Baptism of The Lord, and 

our hearts and minds are drawn to focus on the great gift of life we 

have received.  Jesus made holy the waters of baptism through his 

own example.  He was without sin—without need for repentance, 

and yet he was the one who went to John to be baptised along with 

the many others in the Jordan.  John’s reaction was one of reticence, 

as he could see for himself that Jesus had no need of a baptism of 

repentance, yet his action of humility transforms baptism for all of 

us.                                                                                                        

In our Baptism, we come to share in that life of Christ—we share in 

the promise of eternity, and we are made new creations in Him.  Let 

us focus on the dignity we have received through this Sacrament of 

Life, and let us celebrate it and rejoice in it, not just this day, but 

every day.  Let us live the Life of Christ.   

Supporting your parish : Please consider completing a direct debit mandate, so you can make your weekly offering via 

the bank, or alternatively place offertory donations in the black post box (on the table in the church porch) Thank you. 

Have you done a lateral flow test? The Welsh Government are advising all people to do a Lateral Flow Test before 

meeting others.  These could be very beneficial if you are planning to meet with family and friends over Christmas and the \New 

Year.  The tests are painless, and available free from all pharmacies. Please consider doing them. 

Fr Phillip Will be on Holiday for  this and Next 

week—Fr Liam Bradley will be available for supply 

and emergency cover—A warm welcome to Fr Liam. 

2nd Collection Next Weekend  - The Society for the 

Protection of the Unborn Child - a political lobby group 

who campaign to change UK abortion laws.  



PRAYER FOR THOSE AFFECTED BY  
CORONAVIRUS 

God our Father,  
we pray for those who are suffering,  
for those who are grieving,  
for those who are anxious,  
and for those who are working tirelessly to care for the 
sick.  
God our Father, your Son Jesus Christ came into our 
world to heal us of all division and bring us life in abun-
dance. By the power of your Spirit help us strive to-
gether as one family of many nations to help those in 
greatest need during this crisis.  
We ask this through our Lord,   Amen 
 

Intentions of the Holy Father for the 
Month of December 

We pray that people who suffer from depression or 
burn-out will find support and a light that opens them 
up to life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The prayer of Spiritual Communion  
by St Alphonsus  

 
My Jesus,  
I believe that you are present in  
the Holy Sacrament of the altar.  
I love you above all things and I passionately desire 
to receive you into my soul.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
come spiritually into my soul  
so that I may unite myself wholly to you  
now and forever. Amen.  

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
 

After the Lord was bap-
tized, the heavens were 
opened, and the Spirit de-
scended upon him like a 
dove, and the voice of the 
Father thundered: 
This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well 
pleased. 

 
PENITENTIAL RITE 

 
THE GLORIA 

Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people 
of good will. We praise you, 
we bless you, we adore you, 
we glorify you, we give you 
thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O 
God, almighty Father.  Lord 
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten 
Son, Lord God, Lamb of 
God, Son of the Father,  you 
take away the sins of the 
world, have mercy on us. 
You take away the sins of 
the world, receive our  
prayer; 
you are seated at the right 
hand of the Father, have 
mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy 
One, 
you alone are the Lord, you 
alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God 
the Father.   Amen 

FIRST READING 

 

Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11 

‘Console my people, console 
them’ says your God. 
‘Speak to the heart of  
Jerusalem and call to her 
that her time of service is 
ended, that her sin is atoned 
for, that she has received 
from the hand of the Lord 
double punishment for all 
her crimes.’ 
A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the 
wilderness a way for the 
Lord.  Make a straight high-
way for our God 
across the desert. 
Let every valley be filled in, 
every mountain and hill be 
laid low.  Let every cliff  
become a plain, and the 
ridges a valley; then the  
glory of the Lord shall be 
revealed and all mankind 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

The Baptism of  

The Lord 

Please remain in your 
place and Holy Commun-
ion will be brought to you.  
Please remove your face 
covering before receiving 
Holy Communion, and 
extend your fully open 
hands, so the Priest may 
give you Holy communion 
without touching your   
fingers.   

Thank you. 
 

 

Prayer for the Sick 
 

Heavenly Father, 
Look with mercy on the sick 
in our parish community and 
help them in this time of trial. 
Restore them to health, we 
pray,  Through Christ Our 
Lord, Amen 

 
Please pray for those 

who are unwell: 
Amy Tynan 
John & Dawn Davies,  
Christine Rees 
Tal and Cynthia Harries,  
Teresa Hay,   
Patricia Stradling,   
Peggy Davies,   
 Edward Hamilton  
Meenu Mol Antony 

 

 
RIP Anniversaries 

 
Brian Webster 
Leif Hoff 
Josephine Spagoni 
Charles Clinkaberry 
Gladys Edwards 
Doris Jones 
Tina Hawes 
  
Eternal rest grant unto them,  
O Lord.  
And let perpetual light shine 
upon them. 
May they rest in peace.   
Amen. 

 
 
 

 

seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead  and his 
kingdom will have no end.  I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the  
Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son 
is adored and glorified, who 
has spoken through the  
prophets. I believe in one, 
holy, catholic and apostolic 
Church.  I confess one  
Baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins and I look forward to 
the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to 
come.  
Amen 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE 
EUCHARIST 

 
Holy, holy, holy  
Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily 
bread,` 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us;  
and lead us not into tempta-
tion, 
but deliver us from evil. 
 
P. For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours now 
and for ever. 
 
Lamb of God, you take away 
the sins of the world, have mer-
cy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away 
the sins of the world, have mer-
cy on us. 
Lamb of God you take away 
the sins of the world, grant us 
peace. 
 
C. Behold the Lamb of God,  
behold him who takes away the 
sins of the world. 
Blessed are those called to the 
supper of the Lamb. 
 
P. Lord, I am not worthy that 
you should enter under my 
roof, but only say the word and 
my soul shall be healed. 
 

Excerpts from the English translation of The  
Roman Missal © 2010, 

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation.  
All rights reserved.   

Scripture Readings are from The  Roman Missal: Lectionary 
© 1981 William Collins Sons and Company Limited and Cassell 

Limited: compilation, editorial matter  computer programmes 
and derivative typography, format and design. 

  All rights reserved. 

Lord God, how great you are. 
 
You hide your face, they are 
dismayed; you take back your 
spirit, they die. 
You send forth your spirit, 
they are created; and you  
renew the face of the earth. 
Bless the Lord, my soul! 
Lord God, how great you are. 

 
 

SECOND READING 
 

Titus 2:11-14,3:4-7 

God’s grace has been  
revealed, and it has made  
salvation possible for the 
whole human race and taught 
us that what we have to do is 
to give up everything that 
does not lead to God, and all 
our worldly ambitions; we 
must be self-restrained and 
live good and religious lives 
here in this present world, 
while we are waiting in hope 
for the blessing which will 
come with the Appearing of 
the glory of our great God and 
saviour Christ Jesus. He  
sacrificed himself for us in 
order to set us free from all 
wickedness and to purify a 
people so that it could be his 
very own and would have no 
ambition except to do good. 
But when the kindness and 
love of God our saviour for 
mankind were revealed, it was 
not because he was concerned 
with any righteous actions we 
might have done ourselves; it 
was for no reason except his 
own compassion that he saved 
us, by means of the cleansing 
water of rebirth and by  
renewing us with the Holy 
Spirit which he has so  
generously poured over us 
through Jesus Christ our  
saviour. He did this so that we 
should be justified by his 
grace, to become heirs  
looking forward to inheriting 
eternal life. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
P. Thanks be to God. 
 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Someone is coming, said 
John, someone greater than 
I. He will baptise you with 
the Holy Spirit and with 
fire. 
Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL 
 

C. The Lord be with you. 
P. And with your Spirit. 
C. A reading from the holy 
Gospel according to N. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

Luke 3:15-16,21-22 
A feeling of expectancy had 
grown among the people, who 
were beginning to think that 
John might be the Christ, so 
John declared before them all, 
‘I baptise you with water, but 
someone is coming, someone 
who is more powerful than I 
am, and I am not fit to undo 
the strap of his sandals; he 
will baptise you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. Now when all 
the people had been baptised 
and while Jesus after his own 
baptism was at prayer, heaven 
opened and the Holy Spirit 
descended on him in bodily 
shape, like a dove. And a 
voice came from heaven, 
‘You are my Son, the  
Beloved; my favour rests on 
you.’ 
 
C. The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
P. Praise to you, Lord Jesus 
Christ.  
After the Gospel all sit. 
 

 
THE HOMILY 

 

NICENO-
CONSTANTINOPOLITAN 

CREED 

I believe in one God,   the 
Father almighty,   maker of 
heaven and earth,    of all 
things visible and invisible.  
I believe in one Lord Jesus 
Christ,  the Only Begotten 
Son of God,  born of the  
Father before all ages. God 
from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true 
God,    
begotten, not made,   
consubstantial with the  
Father; through him all 
things were made.  For us 
men and for our salvation   
he came down from heaven,  
(all bow)  and by the Holy 
Spirit  was incarnate of the 
Virgin Mary,  and became 
man.  
For our sake he was cruci-
fied  under Pontius Pilate,  
he  
suffered death and was  
buried, and rose again on 
the third day in accordance 
with the Scriptures.  He  
ascended into heaven and is 

shall see it; for the mouth of 
the Lord has spoken.’ 
Go up on a high mountain, 
joyful messenger to Zion. 
Shout with a loud voice, 
joyful messenger to  
Jerusalem.  Shout without 
fear, say to the towns of  
Judah, ‘Here is your God.’ 
Here is the Lord coming with 
power, his arm subduing all 
things to him. 
The prize of his victory is 
with him, his trophies all go 
before him.  He is like a  
shepherd feeding his flock, 
gathering lambs in his arms, 
holding them against his 
breast and leading to their rest 
the mother ewes. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
P. Thanks be to God 

 
 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
 

Psalm 103(104):1-4,24-25,27-30 
 
Bless the Lord, my soul! 
Lord God, how great you are. 
 
Lord God, how great you are, 
clothed in majesty and glory, 
wrapped in light as in a robe! 
You stretch out the heavens 
like a tent. 
Bless the Lord, my soul! 
Lord God, how great you are. 
 
Above the rains you build 
your dwelling. 
You make the clouds your 
chariot, you walk on the 
wings of the wind, you make 
the winds your messengers 
and flashing fire your servant. 
Bless the Lord, my soul! 
Lord God, how great you are. 
 
How many are your works, O 
Lord! 
In wisdom you have made 
them all. 
The earth is full of your  
riches. 
There is the sea, vast and 
wide, with its moving swarms 
past counting, living things 
great and small. 
Bless the Lord, my soul! 
Lord God, how great you are. 
 
All of these look to you to 
give them their food in due 
season. 
You give it, they gather it up: 
you open your hand, they 
have their fill. 
Bless the Lord, my soul! 

 

 

And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my 
Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you.’ 
Our Lord gives us an example to follow, one of humility 
and trust, one of love and faithfulness to God’s call in our 
lives. 
He, who was without sin, is baptised and makes the waters 
of Baptism a source of life for us.  Through our own bap-
tism, wee are called to live a new life—the Life of Christ.   
This life is a precious gift, and eternal gift, that we live not 
only on the day of our Baptism, but every day of our lives. 

If you have a relative who's 

name you would like added 

to the Prayer list for the 

sick, Please speak with     

Fr    Phillip .   


